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ABSTRACT 

Public Distribution System (PDS) in India is presently the largest distribution network of its kind in the world, 

aims at providing the food and nutritional requirements at highly subsidized prices. The scheme was revamped 

and Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) was introduced to increase the access of food grains to the 

poor, improve nutritional standards and attain food security. The National Food Security Act, 2013, marks a 

shift by making the right to food a justiciable right i.e. the right to food as a legal right rather than a general 

entitlement. Indian economy has achieved remarkable economic growth along with a decline in poverty; 

however this has not matched with the improvement in food security, nutritional and hunger status. In the recent 

Global Hunger Index (GHI, 2017) India’s ranking is of “Serious” category and is driven by high child 

malnutrition. Undernourishment and mortality among children remain alarmingly high. This has raised 

question mark on functioning of PDS. Since TPDS envisages target food grains entitlements to poor households, 

the identification of beneficiaries and their classification is crucial to fulfill the goals of the scheme. The 

National Food Security Act essentially relies on TPDS for identification and distribution of beneficiaries. The 

research indicates that due to the errors in identification, the entitled beneficiaries are not getting food grains 

while those who are ineligible are getting undue benefits. In order to plug the leakages the central government 

has been pushing for technological intervention in terms of Aadhar-based biometric authentication to improve 

the functioning and reduce leakages in the system. This paper aims to analyze the errors in identification of 

beneficiaries and how far the technological intervention can help in improving the functioning of system. Given 

the level of infrastructural and technological depth in rural areas, the paper highlights various issues and 

concerns that may arise out of the technological intervention.  
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