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ABSTRACT 

Indian society from times immemorial is based on caste system and those who lie at the top of the caste 

hierarchy are socially respected and those who lie at the bottom of caste hierarchy are socially exploited.  The 

upper caste people are holding good government positions because of being educated. The lower caste people 

mostly work in the informal sector and this sector has almost no social security provision from the government 

side. Workers in informal sector are living a life of extreme poverty. The problem becomes more severe when 

children are forced to work in informal sector. It is matter of fact that child labor in India is a serious social 

problem and it has been recognized by the government of India too. In India children are engaged with different 

types of work and are working under hazardous conditions. Today in India, their are more than 4.3 million 

children as  per census 2011 who are spending their childhood in earning money in different sectors like 

agriculture, industries and so on, by sacrificing their precious childhood instead of going to school and 

receiving quality education.  Child labor is a problem which revolves around poverty, lack of access to 

education and social exclusion. Children are employed by the employers on fewer wages and are forced to work 

for long hours. The government of India has taken too many initiatives in order to solve the problem of child 

labor. How ever so for the present magnitude of child labor is concerned, it can be said that the situation is still 

alarming and demands more concrete efforts in order to curb this social problem. So the present research paper 

will through light on child labor in India and governmental response to it. Further the research paper will high 

light the loop holes in governmental policies with respect to child labor.  
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