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ABSTRACT 

One of the novel concepts that have emerged in the tourism industry is volunteer tourism. It encompasses the type of 

holidays in which the tourists voluntarily pay visit to orphanages besides taking part in the activities that involve 

leisure and pleasure. The volunteer tourism is gaining momentum internationally and has led to the latest trend of 

visiting orphanages over the globe. While visiting a foreign country the tourists take part in visiting an orphanage. 

There are many orphanages that are set up just to mint money and make huge bucks out of it, through the donations 

or fees that is charged from visitors. Nowadays, the business of running an orphanage has become quite profitable 

but at the cost of child exploitation. Although there is little research done on this subject, it has been suggested by 

media and NGO`s that many issues arise with orphanage tourism and study on this subject is the matter of concern. 

The objectives of the current research were; to provide background of the research and highlight the information 

regarding the orphanage tourism including its social and economic impacts, which take into consideration the 

negative and positive impacts of orphanage tourism. This research studies the relation between the orphanage 

tourism, child exploitation and emotional instability. The study is qualitative in nature and is based on secondary 

data. The results from the current study revealed that orphanage tourism is not completely safe and is not a better 

option considered for promoting development. Furthermore, it does not help to attain better long term outcomes. It 

is evident from the literature obtained by the pediatric and child psychiatry that orphanage tourism is not an 

effective and is not humane mode of providing assistance to infants and even families. The group that consists 

infants and young children are specifically vulnerable to different physical and mental hazards of the care provided 

in orphanages, there are many ill effects that cannot be lessened to an acceptable level even after incurring huge 

expenditures. 
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