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ABSTRACT  

 

Drama began in Greece with the observation of religious ceremonies in the forms of chorus. The term comes 

from a Greek word meaning “action”. Drama is a specific mode which was represented in performance. 

Generally, considered as a genre of poetry. The two masks associated with the drama represents the generic 

division between tragedy and comedy, the two major forms of drama. The masks are the symbol of ancient 

Greek muses, Thalia, and Melpomene. Thalia represents the comedy, where Melpomene represents tragedy. 

The word “play” also refers to drama from the era of Shakespeare. Drama has its development from ancient 

time to Modern Age. It is combined with music, dance and dialogues between the characters of the play. 

Opera, Pantomime, Mime, Creative drama are also some other genres of drama in ancient and modern times. 

From the very beginning i.e. from the Age of Chaucer to the Modern Age, it passed through Renaissance, Age 

of Shakespeare, Age of Milton, Restoration drama, and from the Age of Interrogation and Anxiety to the 

Modern Era. The first movement of drama came when one member of the chorus separated himself from the 

rest, speaking lines to which the chorus collectively replied. Tragedy and Comedy also have their own 

emergence. Tragedy emerged out of religious observance whereas comedy has its emergence in the minds of 

people, who suffer from deep grief and pain and want to find some relaxation. Miracle plays and Morality 

plays have also contributed in the revival of drama, in the very form we find today in our literature. As far as 

the whole is concerned we can quote that “drama is not suddenly born out of something, it has its own long 

journey, the journey of evolution, the journey of decades, the journey with different forms”. 
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