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ABSTRACT 

Development in the quality, efficiency and equity of education, to a major extent depends on the nexus of 

teaching and learning, in turn influenced by the quality of teachers. Teacher is a significant factor influencing 

the quality of education. Thus, professional competence of a teacher can play a significant role in enhancing the 

same. Teachers are expected to keep themselves updated with advancements in their subject, pedagogy, 

technology and other relevant parameters of teaching learning process. To realize this goal, teacher education 

programmes (both in-service and pre-service) can integrate resources not only textual, but also the accessible 

open educational resources, thus equipping teachers to face challenges and meet demands of education system. 

In this context MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) are a recent addition to online learning opportunities. It 

is a new online medium for course delivery and learning, thereby enabling individuals to participate in the same 

course with good quality content and interactive tools for learning. This paper focuses on the role of MOOCs 

towards teacher’s professional development. 

MOOCS is an emerging technology that has caught the attention of corporations, administrators, educators and 

learners alike and has compelled them to look at learning, teaching, and education through a different lens. 

MOOCS can help educators learn some fundamentals about online learning and apply what they learned to the 

courses they will teach. MOOCS can also bridge the gap for the areas that have limited resources or lack 

funding for professional development. MOOCS can provide opportunities to educators and give them access to 

knowledge, skills, and learning opportunities. MOOCS can promote professional growth while providing new 

knowledge or skills for employers. Although MOOCS introduce pedagogy differently than in person training, 

educators must remain motivated to learn so they can share their knowledge with their students. Performing 

professional teacher development via MOOCS can provide an extended network in which to create a community 

for learning with like-minded peers in similar situations. In this way these courses can provide an extended peer 

community that can further increase the learning effects of a course. The potential for community building and 

exchange of ideas, best practices, and lessons learned increases significantly. MOOCS providers are starting to 

create courses specifically for professional teacher development. However, specific course offerings for 

teachers will need to increase in order to ensure success.  
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