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ABSTRACT 

Terrorism in India poses a serious threat to the people of India. This phenomenon, disregarding the 

government's far reaching effort to contain it, has been spreading its horrendous impact and increasing its 

support base among the conflicting religious groups in many parts of the nation. Terrorism can be said to be a 

well-thought strategy in which terrorists use violence to create terror and fear among the civilians. This article 

attempts to bring out the impact of religious terrorism in India. More specifically, threat arising from Islamic 

Extremism in India in the form of terrorism.   
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Terrorism in India, as stated by the Home Ministry, poses a huge threat to the people of India. Terrorism is a 

vague variable not effectively measured or quantified because of its various manifestations. However, it needs a 

serious and precise examination. Defining terrorism in the contemporary time is a challenge. 

Let‟s first analyse what are the different types of terrorism. According to Grothaus, different types of terrorism 

are: State Terrorism, Religious Terrorism, Right Wing Terrorism, Left Wing Terrorism, Separatist Terrorism, 

Narcos Terrorism and Pathological Terrorism. Hoffman in his work “Inside Terrorism” discusses elaborately on 

Religious Terrorism and Ethno-Nationalist/Separatists Terrorism. Religious Terrorism can be inspired by 

religious philosophies and grievances. Religious terrorism is especially dangerous because of the devotion of the 

individuals who rehearse it and their readiness to give up themselves for the reason. Religious terrorists are 

more likely to use tactics like suicide bombings. This is made conceivable by religious teachings used to 

legitimize and even encourage this sort of altruism/self-sacrifice.[1] Ethno-nationalist or separatists terrorism 

seek to cause fragment inside a country and establish a new state. There are minorities within the nation state 

who feel deprived and discriminate from the majority group.  For example, the North East region of India which 

is in continuous struggle for forming an independent state and acquire regional autonomy. The Naga insurgence 

is the oldest and most seasoned and powerful insurgencies in India. According to Lintner, the Nagas were the 

first in independent India to challenge the Idea of India'.[2] 

For about more than two decades, Islamic terrorism has been a serious threat to the security of India. In India, 

Islamic terrorism started in Kashmir in late 1980s. From the early 1990s, this phenomena gained momentum and 
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started spreading its effect of terrorist activities beyond the boundaries of Jammu and Kashmir. These terrorist 

groups have been known for attacks on the Indian military and security force personnel, killing of innocent 

civilians, attacking people belonging to other faiths mostly Hindus, breeding religious hatred and other 

destructive activities like bombing different parts of India.  

This study attempts to analyze the nature of terrorism in India. More specifically, the connection between 

religious extremism and terrorism. The study is based on the problem of Islamic extremism posing the threat of 

terrorism in India. It will also analyze the counter terrorism policies initiated by the Government of India to fight 

against terrorism.  

II. DEFINING TERRORISM 

Different scholars have given diverse definitions of terrorism. Many scholars have a vague idea of what 

terrorism is but lack a more precise and apt explanatory definition of the term terrorism. There is no unanimity 

among scholars on what kind of violence constitutes an act of terrorism. 

There has been a multitude of definitions of terrorism but no definition has gained universal acceptance till date. 

According to J. Lutz and B. Lutz, the major terrorist attacks in the contemporary years have further generated 

more attention, definitions, and disagreements amongst the analysts in the course of defining terrorism. [3] 

Laqueur argued that terrorism has appeared in so many different forms and under several different 

circumstances that a comprehensive definition was impossible. An observer would simply recognize it when he 

or she saw it. [4] According to Martha Crenshaw, "the problem of defining terrorism has hindered analysis since 

the inception of studies in the early 1970s and has shown few signs of abating as we enter the twenty-first 

century."[5] 

There is conceptual ambiguity over the usage of terms of terror, terrorism, and terrorist. There is no universally 

accepted definition of terrorism. Various legal systems and government agencies use different definitions of 

terrorism in their national legislation. The international community has also not been able to formulate a 

universally agreed, legally binding definition of terrorism.  In this regard, Angus Martyn stated that "The 

international community has never succeeded in developing an accepted comprehensive definition of terrorism. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, the United Nations attempted to define the term floundered mainly due to 

differences of opinion between various members about the use of violence in the context of conflicts over 

national liberation and self-determination." [6] 

Hoffman tries to define terrorism as “Terrorism is ineluctably political in aims and motives, violent or, equally 

important, threatens violence, designed to have far-reaching psychological repercussions beyond the immediate 

victim or target, conducted by an organization with an identifiable chain of command or conspiratorial cell 

structure (whose members wear no uniform or identifying insignia), and perpetrated by a sub national group or 

non-state entity.” Several attempts have been made by researchers and social scientists to define this 

multifaceted phenomenon as per their understanding. Alex Schmid (1998) tried to list the elements and the 

proportion of these elements to define terrorism after examining more than hundred different definitions; he 

didn‟t believe that these elements contain all the necessary conditions to get an appropriate definition. On the 

basis of the study Schmid and Jongman define terrorism as “Terrorism is an anxiety-inspiring method of 
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repeated violent action, employed by (semi-) clandestine individual, group, or state actors, for idiosyncratic, 

criminal, or political reasons, whereby-in contrast to assassination the direct targets of violence are not the main 

targets. The immediate human victims of violence are generally chosen randomly (targets of opportunity) or 

selectively (representative or symbolic targets) from a target population, and serve as message generators." [7]  

According to Ted Gurr, terrorism is 'the use of unexpected violence to intimidate or coerce people in the pursuit 

of political and social objectives." [8] Cindy C. Combs defines terrorism as "a dramatization of the most 

prescribed kind of violence that which is perpetrated on innocent victims."[9] Jessica Stem argues that terrorism 

can be distinguished from other forms of violence by two characteristics: it is intended to instil fear in the target 

audience and it is aimed at non combatants. Hence, Stem defines terrorism as "an act of violence against non 

combatants with the objectives of exacting revenge, intimidating, or otherwise influencing an audience" (Stem, 

1999). Hoffman (2006) tries to define terrorism and points out how terrorists differ from other types of criminals 

and irregular fighters. He states that there are: political aims and motives, violence or threats of violence, 

seeking far-reaching psychological repercussions beyond immediate targets, organization/individuals influenced 

by ideological or example of some terrorist movement-perpetrated by a non-state entity. 

Hence, it is difficult to attain all-inclusive definition of terrorism. As Yasser Arafat notably said in a 1974 

speech before the United Nations, “One man‟s terrorist is another man‟s freedom fighter.”  

 

III. ISLAMIC EXTREMISM AND TERRORISM 

In an article Religious Terrorism in a website Sagepub, points out that terrorism in the name of religion has 

become the main model for political violence in the modern world. Religious terrorism is a type of political 

violence which is motivated by the belief that "another worldly power has sanctioned and commanded terrorist 

violence for the greater glory of the faith. Acts committed in the name of the faith will be forgiven by the other 

worldly power and perhaps rewarded in an afterlife." According to S. Chopra, rising religious Islamic 

fundamentalism is to a large extent responsible for terrorism in West Asia, Russia, Philippines, India, and 

Indonesia.[10] 

 

3.1. Historical Background  

The genesis of Islamic militant activity in India can be traced back to 1988 in Kashmir. In July 1988 Jammu and 

Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), the oldest Kashmiri militant group launched an armed struggle against the 

Indian rule on Jammu and Kashmir.[11] Primary objective of JKLF was to attain complete independence from 

Union of India and as well as Pakistan. The demand was not accepted either by India nor Pakistan and was 

suppressed by both the countries. They group got split several times and in 1994 JKLF declared a unilateral 

ceasefire. Since 1989 the armed movement was taken up by other well trained, better armed and radical Islamic 

militant group Hijb-ul-Mujahideen, who were provided arms, training and support by the Inter Services 

Intelligence (ISI) from Pakistan.[12] Main objective of this group was to merge Kashmir with Pakistan. To 

achieve their goals, Kashmiri militants carried out violent attacks all over Kashmir, due to which a small group 

of Hindu minority population (Kashmiri Pandits) of this region fled the valley.[13] During the 1989 
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parliamentary election in Kashmir, militants ensured that the voters stay away from voting by threatening that 

anyone who turn up for voting shall be physically harmed. As a result, voter turnout in three parliamentary 

constituencies in the region hardly reached 4 percent. Moreover, their violent activities were not constrained 

within the boundaries of Jammu and Kashmir. They have been involved in a number of deadly bomb blasts that 

killed and injured thousands of people in Mumbai, Delhi, Hyderabad and other places in India. Such violent 

activities make it apparent that the aim of these militants is to cause and spread terror all over India with the aim 

of achieving their religious-political goal. 

Some of the social scientists are of the opinion that, Pakistan has been involved in inculcating Islamic 

fundamentalism in Kashmir since late 1970s. On the other hand, Akhtar points out, the Pakistan government has 

argued that the Kashmir problem is the outcome of the “historical betrayals, constitutional despotism, negation 

of socio-cultural identity, religious discrimination, economic deprivation and state repression, besides 43 years 

of misrule and manipulation by Delhi.”[14] Writers like Sumit Ganguly attempts to find the origin of the 

Kashmiri militants in the contention on compelling nationalist ideology, widespread electoral malpractices, 

collapse of the complex Kashmiri identity and the rise of dissatisfied middle class.[15] Some of the religious 

orthodox ideologies played an important role in the development of Islamist extremism in India. For instance, 

Haji Shari‟at Allah of Bahadurpur, a Wahhabi Muslim leader, declared India as 'the house of war' because India 

was ruled by a non-Muslim government, hence it was not suitable for Muslims to live here.[16] Jones further 

points out that, according to the orthodox Muslim leaders, the British educational system was “the pathway to 

certain apostasy designed to destroy their young ones.” Those Muslims who sent their children to Christian 

missionary school or government school were considered as infidels by the orthodox Muslims, which led into 

the growth of Islamic educational institutions. In 1940, Jamaat-I-Islami of Jammu and Kashmir (JIJK) came into 

existence and its main objectives were to purify the land of Kashmir and establish an Islamic state. The ideology 

of JIJK was based on the ideas of the founder Maulana Sayyed „Ala Maududi. According to him, Islam is the 

supreme ideology and way of life that covers all areas of a Muslim‟s individual and collective existence.[17] To 

enforce Islam in its totality it requires all Muslims to struggle for the foundation of an Islamic state governed by 

Islamic principles. The other contributing factor for the rise of Islamic extremism was the political and 

communal elements. For instance, dismissal of Farooq Abdullah‟s government by Indira and Rajiv Gandhi in 

1984 because he aligned with other non-congress heads of the states.[18] This was a great setback for the people 

of Kashmir. Further, Kohli is of the opinion that communal activities of the Sangh Parivar and its threat to Non-

Hindus, mainly the Kashmiri Muslims, because it wanted to abolish Article 370 of the Indian Constitution 

which grants special status to Jammu and Kashmir. These factors inculcated the seed of discontentment among 

the Muslim population and gave a perfect condition for the growth of Islamic extremism.  
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Fig. 1.1: Major terrorist groups operating in India 

Source: http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/kpsgill/2003/images/conflict.jpg 

The above figure demonstrates the major terrorist groups operating in India. The most prominent terrorist 

groups active in Kashmir are Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), Muttahida Jehad Council, Lashkar-

e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad and Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (earlier known as Harkat-ul-Ansar). Amongst them, 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) is considered to be the most dreadful and brutal terrorist group. It was established in late 

1980 to train Pakistani Muslims to fight against the Soviet forces in Afghanistan. After the Soviet occupation of 

Afghanistan ended, the terrorist groups diverted its attention to different parts of the world. LeT first infiltrated 

into Kashmir in 1990 and since then it has been carry out terrorist activities in Kashmir and all over India. The 

ideology of LeT is derived from the radical theological teaching of Ahl-e-Hadith. The main objective of LeT is 

to purify Kashmiri Islam and establish an Islamic state under a Caliphate. Lashkar has carried out many brutal 

attacks in India. The next section would discuss the major terrorist attacks in India.  

3.2. Pakistan and ISI activities in India 

According to the Annual Report of 2004-05 of the Ministry of Home Affairs India, Pakistan has always used 

terrorism and covert action as an instrument of State policy against India. It has recruited, trained, financed, 

armed and infiltrated terrorist in India and has provided sanctuary to anti-Indian elements. Regardless of the 

global clamour against terrorism and despite of the attempt made by the governments of India and Pakistan of 

confidence building, Pakistan has not yet dismantled the terrorism infrastructure in the region under its control. 

This infrastructure is continued to be sponsored and used by Pak-ISI to recruit, train and finance terrorists and 

infiltrate them into India.[19] The Annual Report of 2004-05 bring out the main features of Pakistan-ISI 

strategies: "intensification of proxy war operations in a wide area extending from Jammu & Kashmir to North 



 

11 | P a g e  
 

East; in-depth and extensive use of India‟s immediate neighbourhood for executing its plans; subversion, 

indoctrination and training of vulnerable sections of society; espionage; destabilizing the economy of the 

country by circulating fake currency notes and promoting drug trafficking/narco terrorism; direct and indirect 

support to the underworld elements operating within and outside the country; and raising the pitch of high-

voltage disinformation campaign to discredit India‟s security forces for alleged violation of human rights." 

To tackle the activities of Pakistan-ISI, government of India has adopted a well coordinated and multi-pronged 

strategy like by strengthening the border management to check illegal cross-border activities, gearing up the 

intelligence machinery, close interaction between different agencies of the Central and State Governments, 

neutralizing of plans of militants and anti-national elements by coordinated action, up gradation of police and 

security forces with sophisticated weaponry and communication systems. The Central Government has been 

sensitizing the State Governments about the threat acuity and activities of Pak-ISI in the country. Periodic 

coordination meetings are also held with State Governments for sharing the inputs and devising strategies to 

counter such activities. 

IV. MAJOR TERRORIST ATTACKS 

The region of Jammu and Kashmir is one of the most volatile regions. It has faced multiple terrorists violence 

for more than two decades. According to the annual report of 2016-17 by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, since the advent of militancy in J&K since 1990 around 13936 civilians and 5043 security 

forces personnel have lost their lives.[20] The following table presents the terrorist violence incidents in J&K 

and causalities caused by it: 

Table 1.1: Terrorist violence in J&K 2013-2016 

Year Incident Civilians Killed 
Security Forces 

Killed 
Terrorists Killed 

2013 170 15 53 67 

2014 222 28 47 110 

2015 208 17 39 108 

2016 322 15 82 150 

Source: Annual Report 2016-17, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, pp.6, 

http://mha.nic.in/sites/upload_files/mha/files/EnglAnnualReport2016-17_17042017.pdf 

The terrorist violence is not just confined to Kashmir but whole of India is facing the threat. On 12 March 1993, 

there were series of 12 bomb blasts in Mumbai. This is considered to be the most destructive terrorist attack in 

the history of India, with 257 causalities and 717 people were reported injured.[21] Dawood Ibrahim, don of the 

Mumbai-based international organised D-Company, was responsible of coordinating these blasts. Ibrahim was 

alleged to have ordered and helped organise the bombings in Mumbai, with the help of his subordinates Tiger 

Memon and Yakub Memon. Yakub Memom was arrested and the Maharashtra state government executed him 

on 30 July 2015 and the two primary suspects in the case, Ibrahim and Tiger Memon, have not yet been 

arrested.[22] Terrorist attack on Red Fort took place on 22
nd

 December 2000. It was carried out by Lashkar-e-
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Taiba, where two soldiers and one civilian died in the attack. The other daring terrorist act was the attack on the 

Indian Parliament on 13
th

 December 2001. Five heavily armed terrorists belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba and 

Jaish-e-Mohammad stormed the Parliament complex in New Delhi and fired indiscriminately. Twelve people 

were killed including one civilian and 22 were injured.[23] The other major terrorist attack was Akshardham 

Temple attack in Gandhinagar Gujarat on 24
th

 September 2002. Two heavily armed terrorist got in the temple 

complex and started firing killing 30 people and 80 injured. Both terrorist were killed by the National Security 

Guards in the operation.[24] The other brutal terrorist attack was in Delhi where three serial bombings occurred 

on 29
th

 October 2005, killing 62 people and around 210 injured. Laskar-e-Taiba was connected in this attack. 

There was series of terrorist attacks in 2008 in different parts of India.  On 13
th

 May 2008, there was a series of 

nine bomb blasts in Jaipur in which 63 people were reported dead and around 216 injured. According to the 

sources from Home Ministry of India, the attack was carried out by a Bangladesh base organisation Harkat-ul-

Jihad-al-Islami. The other blast took place on 26
th

 July 2008, in Ahmadabad, there were series of 21 bomb blast 

killing 29 and around 200 injured. Indian Mujahideen was responsible for the attack.  In November 2008, ten 

members of Lashkar-e-Taiba carried out a series of 12 coordinate attacks across Mumbai for four days. Around 

164 people were reported dead and 308 injured. This attack of 26/11 for India is equivalent to America's 

9/11.[25]  On 18
th

 September 2016, 19 Indian army personnel were killed when militants attacked an army base 

near Uri in Jammu and Kashmir. No terrorist groups took the responsibility for the attack. India accused Jaish-e-

Muhammad for this act. As the response the Indian army conducted surgical strike on 29
th

 September 2016 

against suspected militants in area of Pakistani administered Kashmir. This strategy of Modi was much praised 

by the Indian media.    

The most recent example of brutal terrorist attack in India is the terrorist attack on Amarnath Yatra pilgrims in 

Anantnag, Jammu and Kashmir on 10
th

 July 2017. Terrorists opened fire on a bus full of pilgrims returning back 

from the pilgrimage, where seven pilgrims reported dead and 19 injured. According to the Inspector General of 

Police of Kashmir, the attack was carried out by Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

According to the data analysed by the National Consortium for the study of terrorism with the help of US state 

department discloses that India is ranked third after Iraq and Afghanistan in incidents of terrorist attacks.[26] 

Out of 11,072 terror attacks in 2016 worldwide, India faced 927, which was 16% more than attack in 2015 

(which was 798). The number of deaths in India also rose 17% from 289 in 2015 to 337 in 2016 while the 

number of injured increased from 500 in 2015 to 636 in 2016. On the other hand, the number of terror attacks in 

Pakistan reduced by 27% to 734 in 2016 from 1,010 in 2015. 

 

V.  CHALLENGES TO COUNTER-TERRORISM POLICY 

Frail political system and nascent democracies have created a perfect condition for the sponsorship of terrorism 

and insurgency in a country. In the case of India, the transnational nature of terrorism is extensively 

transforming the challenge of terrorism in India. The major challenges India confront in its fight against 

terrorism are: the convergence of various Islamist groups in detection of a global agenda, flourishing 
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transnational economic and commercial networks, access to latest communication technology, wide spread 

corruption and socioeconomic marginalization.   

 

5.1. Domestic challenges 

The recent terrorist attacks in India have accentuated various challenges in countering terrorism. Some of the 

challenges are: weak and poorly trained police force, weak intelligence congregation, lack of security in public 

places, fragile coastal security, and poor information management and communication service.[27] The 

government has initiated several administrative and institutional reforms in their counter terrorism policy. Like 

for instance, creation of the coastal command to secure 4650 miles of shoreline; establishment of 20 counter 

terror schools and standing regional commando units; establishment of a national agency to investigate 

suspected terror activity; expansion of police forces; setting up of specialized anti-terrorism squads athwart 

states; establishment of four new National Security Guards who are specially trained for counter terrorism and 

counter-hijack operation and strengthening of the Unlawful Activities Prevention act.  The efficiency of many of 

these measures depends on two factors: inter-agency, inter-state and centre-state coordination and the level of 

civic engagement and public confidence that the workforce is able to acquire. A less accentuated, though 

similarly sort of challenge in countering home-grown terrorism is distinguishing the "radical" from among the 

law abiding citizens. As majority of people getting attracted and joining Islamic terrorist groups in India are 

mostly educated and employed.  Their inclination towards terrorism could be because of the social, political or 

economic discrimination faced in the country rather than an aspiration for religious deliverance. For instance, 

the mass disappearance of 21 youth form Kerala is suspected to have joined ISIS.  

 

5.2. Regional challenges 

The cross border linkage of transnational terrorism deserves an effective regional response to the threat. The 

biggest challenge in this era of globalisation is to secure the national borders of India. India is opening up for 

cross border trade to strengthen economic relations, this makes the area vulnerable to infiltration by hostile 

forces and also chances for migrants to get inside the country. Another area of concern which has arisen after 

the Mumbai attack of 2008 is the costal security. Guarding of India's 7516km long coastline which covers nine 

states is a complex task. The next dominant challenge is the mutual distrust and suspicion between the two 

countries. Like for instance, the Mumbai investigation have been affected by the stalemate of evidence and 

effective cooperation on investigation between India and Pakistan. Regional efforts and arrangements like 

SAARC have also been ineffective due to political mistrust. Supporting a regional apparatus to facilitate 

technical cooperation in counterinsurgency, like training of practitioners and other capacity-building measures, 

will go a long way in destabilization political mistrust and securing national interest of India. 

 

VI. THE ROAD AHEAD - COUNTER-TERRORISM POLICY OF INDIA 
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The problem of terrorism and insurgency seems unending for India. After 1980s, there has been substantial 

increase in terrorist attacks in India. For more than a decade, India has faced multitude of terrorist attacks, many 

high profile terrorist incidents have take place involving large number of civilian as well as security force 

personals causalities. To fight against the threat of terrorism Indian authorities adopted extensive counter 

terrorism policy and amended the old ones.  

Legal aspect: Anti terrorism law in India has dependably been subject of controversy. One of the arguments is 

that these anti-terrorism laws obstruct fundamental rights of the citizens which has been guaranteed by Part 3 of 

the Constitution of India. Several anti terrorism laws were passed by the judiciary.  The aim was to enact these 

laws and bring them in force till the situation improves and not a enduring feature of law of the land. However, 

because of the continuing terrorist activities, these laws have been reintroduced with necessary amendment. At 

present there are several legislations in force to curb terrorism in India: Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 

(Prevention) Act of 1987 (TADA); Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act of 1967; The Maharashtra Control of 

Organised Crime Act of 1999 (MACOCA); Prevention of Terrorism Act of 2002 (POTA) and Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act of 2004.[28] 

Intelligence Service: The intelligence agencies have an important role to play as the watchdog of the 

government. They need to detect the feeling of alienation and anger in different communities which required an 

immediate attention. India has multiple intelligence agencies: Intelligence Bureau (IB), working under the Home 

Ministry for the National Investigation Agency (NIA), which was created after the Mumbai attacks of 2008. 

Other intelligence agencies are CBI; RAW; National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO) which was 

created in 2004 as a scientific organisation under the national security adviser which works under PMO; 

Defence Intelligence Agency; Directorate of Air Intelligence (DAI), Directorate of Navy Intelligence working 

under the Indian Navy and Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI). 

By pointing out the weakness of India's counterterrorism policy, the US Dept. of State's Country report on 

terrorism in 2013 mentions that, "India's effort to counter terrorism were seriously hampered by impediments to 

coordination and information sharing between agencies. It also pointed out that, law enforcement organizations 

displayed a limited command and control capacity." For instance, the Mumbai attack brought these failures to 

the forefront. The response of central and state agencies were slow and sending intelligence from the central 

government to the law enforcement personnel was incompetent.  

Regional cooperation:  Intelligence sharing on terrorism amongst the agencies of different countries is essential 

to fight against the menace of terrorism. Regional cooperation in the battle against terrorism is not considered a 

success as it has been in the South East Asian region. The main reasons are, because of Pakistan's policy of 

using terrorism as a weapon to keep the Indian security forces pre-occupied with internal security tasks and 

Bangladesh acting as blind folded towards the activities of terrorists from its territory. Until and unless these 

two countries realise the drawback of their policies which has made their own countries shelter for different 

terrorist groups, there is very less scope for any significant cooperation. India has been facing the problem of 

Pakistan sponsored terrorism for over 40 years and many civilians and security forces have lost their lives. In 

this condition it becomes difficult for the cooperation.  



 

15 | P a g e  
 

On the other hand in 2011, India offered training courses for the police workforce of Nepal, Bhutan and Sri 

Lanka under bilateral cooperation through the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

Cross border cooperation is very essential in capacity building among the neighbouring countries, including 

training and technical cooperation. According to Kiran R., India has to develop such a cooperative mechanism 

with its neighbouring countries which should include intelligence exchange and sharing information, 

development of regional database, prevention and suppression of financing the terrorist acts and deterrence of 

movement of terrorist groups by effectual border control. In Asia there are institutions like Asia Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) Counterterrorism Task Force and South Asia Regional Centre for Counter 

Terrorism (SEARCCT) working at regional and intra regional levels to fight against terrorism. However the 

tension between India and Pakistan. 

At the International level, Ministry of Home Affairs of India and Homeland Security Department of USA are 

holding meeting and developing mechanism to fight against terrorism. India has to accomplish cooperation from 

USA in fields such as cyber security, aviation security, maritime counterterrorism, capability and readiness to 

deal with chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear (CBRN) terrorism. India has established joint working 

group to fight terrorism with several countries to facilitate exchange of information and strengthening 

international cooperation to combat terrorism. Also, Treaties on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 

(MLAT) and related Memorandum of understanding and bilateral agreements' are established with 32 countries 

including neighbouring countries Bangladesh and Myanmar.[29] The United Nations Global Terrorism Strategy 

was adopted by the member states in September 2006. This strategy is a inimitable global instrument to improve 

national, regional and international efforts to fight terrorism. UN has taken major step to curb the power of 

Islamic States (ISIS). Segar (2015) points out that in the meeting at finance minister's level the UN Security 

Council has passed a resolution strengthening legal measures against those doing any kind of business with 

terrorist groups in 2015. It mainly targets Islamic state militants.  Its main objective is to cut off all sources of 

funding for the Islamic state.  

The failure of counterterrorism efforts of India has been aptly explained by KPS Gill a former DGP of the 

Punjab Police (he is credited with defeating terrorism in Punjab). According to him, lack of political will and 

lack of political consensus are the reasons for failure of Indian counter terrorism efforts. Talking about the 

factors responsible for defeating terrorism in Punjab, he mentions clear political resolve, refusal of public 

support for the militants and the Rajiv-Longowal peace accord along with effectual use of police and central 

Para-military forces and effective intelligence network  played major role in defeating terrorism in Punjab. He 

further mentions that a strong political will across spectrum is needed to tackle threat from new terrorism. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

India has confronted the threat of religious terrorism for nearly three decades. This phenomenon, regardless of 

the Indian government's far reaching effort to contain it, has been spreading its atrocious impact and extending 

its support base among several fundamentalist groups in many parts of the country. Indian independence and the 

radical Islamic religious ideologies, especially the radical religious ideology promulgated by Wahhabism was 

mainly responsible for the introduction of the Islamic religious terrorism in Kashmir. Nonetheless, the political 
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development in the 1980s, after the death of Abdullah, communalism and communal politics, misuse of power 

by the Central government authority against the religious constituency in Kashmir and rejection of the 

democratic rights of the Kashmiri people by conducting and manipulating election in 1987 increased terrorist 

activities in Kashmir.  

In the contemporary time Islamic terrorism is not just confined to Jammu and Kashmir but has spread its 

tentacles all over India. The international community is also not untouched by the phenomenon.  To fight 

against the threat of terrorism Indian authorities adopted extensive counter terrorism policy and amended the old 

ones. In this age of globalisation when national boundaries have almost vanished, it gives perfect condition for 

the terrorists to move and spread their ideology and violence in different countries. Hence, a proper response to 

the terrorist challenge can be provided by the international community on the basis of the principles and norms 

of international law, above all the UN charter. The central coordinating role of the UN is providing a collective 

international response to terrorism must be ensured and reinforced. Intelligence sharing on terrorism amongst 

the agencies of different countries, especially the neighbouring countries is essential to fight against the menace 

of terrorism. Cross border cooperation is very essential in capacity building among the neighbouring countries, 

including training and technical cooperation. Hence, collective action and international cooperation is necessary 

to fight against terrorism. 
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