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ABSTRACT 

Arthur Miller, a versatile dramatist who has revived American theatre by his dedication and commitment. For him 

profession is “an act of self-discovery ... a kind of license to say the unspeakable.” His plays are set on humanistic 

mode of presentation where every character acts accordingly to raeflect upon themes with universal relevance. The 

psychological and sociological aspects of characters counteract in his plays. The essential part of his plays is that 

they are set in family structure. The characters find themselves engulfed in materialistic and soul-destroying society 

and life of a person in such situations is conditioned by society. The American dream is shown as shattered dream in 

technological race and destructive approaches prevalent in modern era. The pressure and vying attempts are 

always in the core of his plays. His point of view is clear to make his readers and audience feel a real and moralistic 

involvement. All My Sons is a realistic play which reveals how materialistic society pressurize a businessman to take 

wrong ways to compete in the society. Joe Keller, a business disowns himself from a crime to sell faulty cylindrical 

heads of aircraft engine to military during World War II. This act causes his friend, Steve Deever to remain in jail 

and his son Larry commits suicide, when he gets to know about his father’s involvement. Chris Keller, son of Joe 

Keller is an idealist. He confronts his father to make him realize his crime, which instigates Joe Keller to kill 

himself. The society and the individual are chained together, not only in terms of consequences of the crime, which 

the individual commits but also the causes of the crime. For, though the responsibility is entirely that of the 

individual, the pressures of the materialistic and soul-destroying society loom large behind his illusions and 

delusions. The paper seeks to highlight the universal relevance of play. Furthermore, it will discuss how the 

relationship between father and son gets effected due to societal pressure.  
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All My Sons from its first production in 1947, the year of Indian independence, has been appreciated worldwide. It 

has been a success with Ibsenite method of [re]presentation. It makes use of familiar themes that accords it the status 

of universal play. It incorporate varied themes like Oedipus‟ murder of his father in Oedipus Rex,and father-son 

relationship which is quite relevant and similar inVendors of Sweets by R. K. Narayan. The realistic setting of the 

play is an endeavor to reveal psychological and sociological burden on people after World War II. The Death of a 

Salesman offers a similar critique of society with a special focus on family. The father and son relationship seems to 
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be a leitmotif of Miller. For him individual and society are related to each other. In his plays a young adolescent son 

and a modern father like Joe Keller and Chris confront each other in a family set up. 

The destructive consequences not only effect nations in terms of economic disturbance but sweeps away the peace 

and harmonious living. Arthur Miller gets inspired by father and son conflict fromDostoyevsky’s The Brothers 

Karamazov:  

  I think now it was because of the father and conflict, but something more. It is always probing 

beyond its particular scenes and characters for the hidden laws, for the place where the gods ruminate and decide, 

for the rock upon which one may stand without illusion, a free man. Yet the characters appears liberated from any 

systematic causation (Miller 138)
1
 

Joe Keller and Chris Keller are opposite in their pursuits of life. Joe Keller is a realistic person who seeks to earn 

and compete in modern world,like in Darwinian terms he believes in the „survival of the fittest‟. He seems to fit 

himself in society by remaining committed to success in any terms whether right or wrong. But his sons Chris Keller 

and Larry are idealists. For them, outside world with chaos and disturbance is running towards destruction because 

of lost moral values. Larry who remains backstage throughout the play, commits suicide when he get to know about 

his father‟s involvement in killing twenty one pilots. 

The play is based on conflict of familial and social obligation. Family is a small unit of nation from which society 

progress. The play seems to offer a strong critique of a self-centered life. The thematic circle revolves in a parallel 

movement taking into consideration both family as well as society:  

  The the matic image of All My Sonsisa circle with in a circle, the inner depicting the family unit 

and the outer representing society, and the movement of the dramais con centric with the two circles revolving in 

parallel orbit sun til they ultimately coalesce (Benjamin 81)
2
 

The father and son relationship is portrayed by launching Chris as a romantic idealist. He is in love with his 

brother‟s fiancé. His brother, who kills himself on account of his father‟s involvement in crime. As Chris knows that 

he is not coming back on contrary to his mother, Kate‟s perception. Kate Keller believes that Larry is still alive. Her 

supposition is based on rational grounds that the defected cylindrical heads were for those aircrafts with which Larry 

had nothing to do. She planted a tree in his memory which breaks in the first scene of the play. On this incident Joe 

Keller  and Chris tried to convince her about Larry‟s death. Annie‟s presence in the house after a long time makes 

the aura in the family a typical one. Chris and Annie confesses their love to each other. On the other hand Kate 

seems to be adamant for their proposal. She wants Annie to wait for Larry. All these social bonds seems ordinary 

and trivial, but Miller portrays them to show how family and society are interlinked. This dependence hints at 

fissures and aberrations prompted by materialistic yearnings. 
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Joe Keller a self-made man, has worked hard to become a successful owner of factory. The hardships he might have 

faced to achieve this status in his life are not discussed in the play. But one can deduce from his remarks on Chris. 

He tells Kate, “I should put him out when he was ten like I was put on, and make him earn his keep. Then he‟d 

know how a buck is made in this world” (120). This statement reveals his journey of struggle that is quite familiar in 

any corner of the world. A person who starts his journey at an early stage faces hardships and sometimes they come 

in bottle tight condition. Joe Keller‟s stand is based on rationalist and self-centered notions of life. He bothers about 

family more than the nation. Joe like Willy Loman of Death of a Salesman got stuck in success dream. Joe seems to 

justify his act by referring to compulsion by army and love for family. He cares about his personal benefit by 

avoiding national interest. 

Joe Keller like any father in America or India wants to make his life and family a prosperous one. Like democratic 

system prevalent in India he also wished to hand over all the system to his sons.  He seems to remain an authority in 

his family by providing every needed facility. He considers his successful business as a mean to remain head and 

authority in family. Joe Keller‟s decline at home is a big setback to him. Because he consider family above than 

anything in his life. He argues with Kate regarding Larry, “I‟m his father and he‟s my son, and if there‟s something 

bigger than that I‟ll put a bullet in my head!” (120).This scene shows a concern of a father to his son. It‟s not 

because he is not able to fathom the reality of outside world but his limitations as a father and head of family. He 

remains confined to family and he could not apprehend the society around him as a family much bigger than his 

own. He has a micro approach towards other members outside his family.  

In Joe Keller‟s eyes there is nothing dishonest in a plea to the two values upon which he has based 

his life: the worth of individual effort and the sanctity of family loyalty born of love. His second 

appeal extends beyond the individual and the family, but still is defined by the inner circle 

(Benjamin 85)
3
. 

Benjamin Nelson‟s argument seems to allocate Joe Keller a typical father‟s status who celebrates his wrong doing 

in the garb of family love. He is not soul responsible of his crime because he didn‟t commit that crime for personal 

benefit. He seems to be pushed by family security and the business was a legacy of security and joy for his sons.  

On the other hand Chris Keller is overpowered by war experiences. He remains inside home before going to war 

that makes him ignorant towards real world outside. The peace at home and turmoil in war experience makes out of 

him a dejected man who has some limitations of an idealist person. He was a sober and loved child that he 

confesses “I‟ve been a good son too long, a good sucker” (69). Chris learns solidarity and responsibility in war 

time. There he finds that what a man has to do for a man which he finds missing in real life back at home. He gets 

enthralled by real life preoccupations and while applying his own experience in real world, he faces problems:  

And then I came home and it was incredible, I - there was no meaning in it here; the whole thing 

to them was a kind of a - bus accident. I went to work with Dad, and that rat-race again. I felt - 
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what you said - ashamed somehow. Because nobody was changed at all. It seemed to make 

suckers out of a lot of guys. I felt wrong to be alive, to open the bank-book, to drive the new car, 

to see the new refrigerator. I mean you can take those things out of a war, but when you drive that 

car you‟ve got to know that it came out of the love a man have for a man, you‟ve got to be a little 

better because of that. Otherwise what you have is really loot, and there‟s blood on it. I didn‟t 

want to take any of it. And I guess that included you. (85)
4
 

Chris finds himself entangled in a puzzle where everything seems to be stained in blood for him. When he gets to 

know about his father‟s act he calls him animal who doesn‟t care for others. Joe Keller defends by saying that he did 

it for him. He lambasts at him: 

I was dying every day and you were killing my boys and you did it for me? What the hell do you 

think I was thinking of, the goddam business? Is that as far as your mind can see, the business? 

What is that, the world - the business? What the hell do you mean, you did it for me? Don‟t you 

have a country? Don‟t you live in this world? What the hell are you? (116)
5
 

Chris‟s attitude towards his father reveals how he had perceived his presence as a Supreme Being. He has taken him 

as a divine being and counts his sin beyond measures that reveals his innocence. For instance when he tells Annie, 

“I‟m going to make a fortune for you!”(86), it hints at his inconsistency.  

The rebellion of a son against his father is quite a mundane theme but this play show how war effects family and 

social life differently. The family as a centre makes a circle in which relationships at family level transcends the 

boundaries of four walls to develop a parallel circle where Joe accepts they were „all my sons‟.  The symbolic 

interpretation of title of the play makes it a universal play in its own terms. It clearly illustrates the end of the 

nineteenth-century American ethos, and the father-son conflict represents the myth of the family and that of success: 

His [Joe‟s] death is more than a single man‟s punishment, for Joe Keller is a product of his 

society. He not only accepts the American myth of the privacy of the family, but he has adopted as 

a working instrument the familiar attitude that there is a difference between morality and business 

ethics. Joe Keller is a self-made man, an image of American success, who is destroyed when he is 

forced to see that image in another context - through the eyes of his idealist son (Gerald 97)
6
. 

Thus, the play remains a relevant and having validity like that it had in 1947. It has a clear message of morality, 

humanity, responsibility and honesty. Joe Keller at the end finds no excuse and kills himself with a bullet. This defeat 

is not his own defeat but a defeat of modern man who seeks to pursue his dreams without understanding the family 

outside his own family. The collapse of the family symbolizes a deeper and broader disintegration of humanistic 

values that can engulf in it a world, trapped in this bad faith.  
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