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ABSTRACT 

The idea of inclusive growth seems to be taking precedence. The focus of the government in recent years has 

shifted from promoting incredible India to building inclusive India. Inclusive India can vanish poverty and other 

social and economic disparities. Our country is far from reaching its true potential. The country remains 

shackled in corruption, age old social barriers and many social evils. Inclusive growth is necessary for 

sustainable development and equitable distribution of wealth and prosperity. Inclusive growth is the biggest 

challenge in a country like India. Particularly it is a biggest challenge for states because they are contributing 

in the inclusive growth. So we can not undermine their role. 

This paper tries to reveal that the need of inclusive growth is more felt in the backward region of the country. 

Elimination of child labour, women empowerment, removal of caste barriers and an improvement in work 

culture are just a few of the things the Indian society needs to introspect on. The agricultural,industrial and 

social sector development can bring some changes in backward areas. This mammoth task cannotbe done by 

government alone. Industry and civil society must partner with government to drive inclusive growth. 

 

I.INTRODUCTION 

The inclusive growth of India is not possible without the development of different regions. Among the backward 

districts of Odisha, Kalahandi is found to be backward and  underdeveloped. Kalahandi district occupies the 

south-western portion of Odisha and is situated between 19degree3’N and 21 degree5’N latitude and 82 degree 

30 E and 83 degree 74’E longitude. It is bounded in the north by the district of Bolangir and Nawapara, on the 

south by the district of Rayagada, on the west by the district of Nawarangpur and Raipur and on the east by the 

district of Boudh. It extends over an area of 8364.89 sq. km.The district headquarter is at Bhawanipatna town 

which stands almost to the eastern border. 

The climate of the district is of extreme type. It is dry except during monsoon. There are large varieties of day 

and night temperature. The average annual rainfall of the district is 1378.20mm.The variation in the rainfall 
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from year to year is not large.The monsoon starts late in June and generally lasts upto September .90% of the 

rainfall received from June to September. August is the month with more number of rainy days. About 28% of 

rainfall is received during this month. Drought is normal feature of this district. 

The district has two physiographic regions, the plain lands and the hilly tracts. The plain region runs southward 

up to Bhawanipatna and westward through Junagarh and Dharamgarh and then further up to the boundary of the 

district. The plains cover about 59% of the total area of the district. The hilly tracts are mostly located in the 

south western part of Bhawanipatna subdivision. Some of the hilly regions are covered with dense forest. 

 It is rich in forest resources .Forest based products like Mahua, Kendu leaf, Wood, Timber, Bamboo contribute 

local economy largely.Kalahandi supplied substantial raw material to paper mill in neighbouring Rayagada and 

Jeypore. Though the people have been using these Forests very intensively and eking out their livelihood from 

this source. Forests of this region have not received adequate investments and managerial inputs over time. 

Intensive uses of forests for sustenance coupled with lack of investments and managerial are leading to forest 

degradation.The proper use of these resources can help the region to become stable.One more important thing is 

that these resources can be transformed into medicines. 

 

II.AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

Kalahandi is mainly hilly. Severe droughts and floods often visit this region.It hits the headlines in newspapers 

for the repeated drought situation that has broken the economic backbone of the cultivators. Due to lack of rain, 

crop production failed. It left a terrible socio-economic gloom in this area. This region is not productive and 

highly squashy because of undulating landscape, poor quality soil, and dry nature of the land and scarce of water 

resources. It evokes dissatisfaction in the mind of the cultivators. Even cultivators are not aware about the 

modern scientific technology to increase the rate of productivity. They are still applying ancient farming 

systems. They are not getting exposure to outer world. As regards this drought, the following description from 

the district gazetteers is worth quoting; 

“Thebulk of the population which constituted the landless agricultural labourers became unemployed due to 

suspension of all sorts of agricultural operations. The worst sufferers were the landed gentry, who, because of 

the draught, could not reap a harvest nor could they take to manual labour to which they were not accustomed. 

The pastures lost the greenery and the bovine population was equally starved. Everywhere there was an acute 

shortage of water.” 

The backwardness of the region is multifaceted such as tribal backwardness, hilly and inaccessible terrain and 

recurrence of natural calamities and increasing depletion of natural resources. Furthermore, lack of adequate 

irrigation facilities and insignificant consumption of fertilizer have worsened the food situation of the region. 

Another constraining factor agricultural development in the district is the large sized tribal population 

dominating the region in the tribal areas not only the traditional methods of cultivation is still practiced but also 

large part of the land is virtually under superficial cultivation. 
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The scenario of agricultural productivity in kalahandi district during the last 27 years was not found to be 

encouraging. It was noticed that the district has low productivity. To increase the agricultural productivity in 

kalahandi region, the emphasis should be laid on reform measures, technological change, infrastructure 

development and adequate flow of funds to agriculture. Above all, priority will have to be given to agricultural 

resources and education to evolve how varieties and breeds of crops to suit the geo-climatic conditions of the 

kalahandi district. At the same time, it is necessary to bring about changes in the attitude of farmers and aware 

them about selection of crops and new farming methods. 

III. INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

Vedant Alumina Limited(VAL), a major Aluminium producer has made major investments by establishing an 1 

MTPA Alumina Refinery and 75 MW captive power plant at Lanjigarh. Though this project has received 

criticism from environmentalists, especially from tribals but it has brought significant changes to some extent in 

kalahandi. 

Despite ample scope for industrial growth in kalahandi, the district still remains lacking in this respect. The 

reasons are revealed that the remoteness of the district from the Industrial epic centers and commercial capitals 

play a significant role. Though talented entrepreneurs are there in the district, yet they lack self confidence. The 

existing industrial units are unable to maintain quality standards of their products. 

To make the Kalahandi district industrially advanced, we must follow some measures. We must educate the 

youth about present industrial scenario and encourage them to become entrepreneurs. A number of management 

institutes should be set up. Seminars and workshops are to be organized in various parts of the districts to train 

the unemployed youth to become future entrepreneurs of the districts. 

IV.SOCIAL SECTOR 

Social sectors performs an effective function in human resource development, education, health and medical 

care, water supply, sanitation, housing conditions etc are the components which contribute to human 

development. Education is highly neglected in Kalahandi. The ratio of literacy is not satisfactory. Quality 

education is failed in kalahandi. Government is planning to provide better education in gross route level. There 

are so many programmes are going on. Infrastructure development is going on further, Government is providing 

good study atmospheres in schools, dress, umbrella, bicycle, books and learning materials, nutrition food etc. to 

the students. It’s a matter of regret; no quality education is seen yet in kalahandi. Many schools are running with 

insufficient teachers. So that students are not getting proper education. There is a policy to provide one teacher 

for 30 students but in kalahandi this ratio is not maintained in many schools .On repeated approaches, neither 

the block education officer nor the district education officer is taking steps for filled up the teachers in that 

school. As a result the futures of the students are in dark.   

Girl children are not encouraged for higher studies. Quality of education is undervalued. Early marriages are 

hampering the educational value. Statistics show that gender disparities are even more significant in rural 

communities. Rural girls are much less likely to receive an education than their male counterparts and the 
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disparity in literacy rate is even more astounding. Education has the power to change. Ensuring girl’s education 

is the fastest way to eliminate many of the other challenges we are facing in achieving the millennium 

development goals.   

Health and socio economic developments are interrelated with each other but here the Government’s role is not 

vibrant. The public health investments in the country over the years have been low as well as in terms of GDP 

contribution, also it’s very bleak. Large inequities in health and access to health services continue to persist. 

Medical and health service is falling miserably in this region. People here are not getting proper health services. 

As a result, patients are depending on medical outside the state like Raipur, Vishakhapatnam and instate 

hospitals like Cuttack, Berhampur and Sambalpur. Further more, many para medical posts are lying vacant and 

it also hampers providing better health facility to the needy people. The most unfortunate thing is that 

Gynecology specialist post at Junagarh CHC is lying vacant since 2010 and the same thing is continuing with 

many other hospitals too. Since the Gynecology department is the key department in rural areas and government 

of Odisha has announced many schemes on pregnant women, how these schemes will benefit needy people 

without Gynecologists. Hence, government should take some appropriate step to fill up the vacant posts. So that 

medical and health services in these areas can be restored. 

Social sector should receive more importance as it directly affects the human development. There should be 

integration of social sector planning with economic planning. Education is only measure which can beget the 

new light of change. It should be emphasized .The health condition of a vast majority of the population remains 

worse. Moreover, Government has to take immediate necessary steps to tackle the rising challenges of life-

taking diseases and malnutrition. 

Earlier South Korea had gone through this disaster. Then it introduced a new progamme which is called 

“Somaul Undung”. It has comprised three features. They are perseverance, self-help and co-operation. They 

argue that Perseverance begets dexterity. Self-help brings Success. Co-operation leads to overall development. 

This concept helps them to achieve their stability. They became successful to protest against their backwardness 

and able to drive their inclusive growth. It can be a great motivation for the tribal society of Kalahandi district. 

 

V.CONCLUSION 

Kalahandi, with her historical background, is today confronted with problems of poverty and hunger which had 

brought utmost suffering for the people. Nevertheless the region is reputed with rich cultural heritage. This 

region is not only rich and resourceful in natural resources but also abundant in human resources but inspite of 

all available inputs these areas have remained far-off from development. Being one of the backward districts in 

Odisha, Kalahandi is characterized by undeveloped agriculture, low level of literacy, little surface roads, 

inadequate infrastructure and industrialization . These areas should be introspected to beget a reform. The lack 

of adequate self-employment in Odisha has led to large section of poor migrating to different parts of the 

country and also inadequate irrigation facility is another major cause which keeps agriculture at backward. 

Besides these factors, Kalahandi lacks high quality modern infrastructure. The economic development of this 
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region is not getting the take off stage. Kalahandi should get opportunities for inclusive growth. It is very 

requisite to chalk out plans and programs for the betterment of the society. The society needs an agricultural, 

industrial and social sector development.  
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