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ABSTRACT 

Literary texts can be used in several ways in a language classroom. As language is entirely based on culture, 

literature can present the culture effectively to the students. Thus, paves the way of learning the creative use of 

language. Present paper aims to analyze the role of The Old Man and the Sea in teaching the students language 

through the paradigmatic and syntagmatic chain as well as other grammatical elements. The paper also attempts 

to adopt the animated video of the same text to teach the students stress, rhythm, pitch and intonation.  
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In a language classroom literary texts can be a tool able to serve in manifold ways. According to Alam (2007) 

literary texts, “stimulate the imagination, offer learners specimens of real language use, allow for group 

discussions and individual exploration, and are intrinsically more dialogic”. Along with grammatical and 

structural rules we have to also focus on training the students in such a way so that they can use language 

creatively and also with appropriate rhythm, pitch, stress and intonation. For that purpose the text The Old Man 

and the Sea and its animated video has been taken up. Cruz (2010) and Kramsch (1998) speak about the 

importance of fifth skill that is learning culture apart from the four skills – Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing. The Oxford Concise English Dictionary, defines metonym or metonymy as “a word or expression used 

as a substitute for something with which it is closely associated, e.g. Washington for the US government,” 

whereas synecdoche is “a figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa, as in 

England lost by six wickets (meaning „the English cricket team‟).” As The Old Man and the Sea is an allegory, 

it is full of paradigmatic and syntagmatic elements. Through the analysis of the The Old Man and the Sea, the 

present paper aims to find out a new approach in language learning. Literature gives the reader the ability to 

visualize the socio-cultural aspects of a particular society. Also, if the students are reading a literary text then 

definitely they are working on their reading skill along with their knowledge of grammar. But when they watch 

a film adaptation or video of the same literary text, from the visual narration they learn the pause, pitch, stress, 

rhythm and intonation. The paper also attempts to discuss the key role that adaptation can play in language 

learning. For the second argument the animated video of the same text has been taken up.  

I. METHODOLOGY 

The text has been analyzed to find out the syntagmatic and paradigmatic elements that can serve as language 

learning tool. The study focused to teach several grammatical elements through citing the examples from the 



 

145 | P a g e  

 

text. Metonymy has been used by Hemingway at most of the places. To train the student how to use language 

creatively this style of writing of Hemingway can be used. The animated video of the same text has been shown 

to the students for achieving the purpose of training them to adopt appropriate pause, rhythm, pitch, stress and 

intonation. 

As Lee Haruki has discussed in the article The Two Principles of Representations: Paradigm and syntagm, 

“although metonymy and synecdoche are different kinds of figure of speech, in everyday language, the two 

tropes are classified under one category, metonymy”. The old man‟s struggle stands for man‟s struggle against 

nature as a whole. Santiago has sold the „cast net‟ even then he and Manolin indulge into a conversation about 

the fictitious „cast net‟. The „cast net‟ stands for Santiago‟s poverty. As Santiago transcends poverty, hunger, 

faithlessness and dishonesty by which the world and most of human beings are surrounded. The sea is a 

character in the novel. Other characters like Joe Dimaggio, the boy Manolin, the lion ─ all these stand for 

courage, motivation and youthful energy. The old man‟s frequent dreaming of these elements show his yearning 

for his youth. As syntagmatic and paradigmatic elements are the foundations of any language. Along with 

grammar rules if students are made to learn language using the strategy of explaining the syntagmatic and 

paradigmatic relations, the students can learn language easily and strategically. Few of the paradigmatic chain 

that can be found in this novel are:  

      1) Agua Mala → Flying fish → Portuguese man-of-war  

       2) Tuna → Dolphin → Sharks → Marlin 

       3) Fishing → Turtling → Playing → Wrestling 

       4) Wild → Panic stricken → Despiring (fight) 

The students can be explained the regular and irregular verbs and they can be asked to make a list of both these 

types of verbs: 

                  Regular Verbs                    Irregular Verbs 

Jerked, looked, liked, teetered, moved, worked, 

adjusted, pulled, cleared, severed, joined, jumped, 

clubbed, remembered, checked, dried, rested, hooked, 

pushed, travelled, washed, rubbed. 

Flown, seen, felt, held, gone, thought, cut, gave, made, 

risen, took, got, heard, began, came, stood, knelt. 

 

 

 

 Use of same language varies from one geographical location to another, from one socio-cultural background to 

another and also it varies according to profession and class. Literature, by putting together the components of 

socio-linguistics helps the students in learning a particular language. The Old Man and the Sea has a store of 

vocabulary related to fishing and sea. For example: Gear, lines, gaff, harpoon, bait, oars, thole pins, gulf weed, 

flying fish, hook etc. Sometimes Hemingway has used two negatives to denote a positive meaning e.g. „not 

unpleasant‟ (43), „less intolerable‟ (55). Students can be taught the use of negative words appropriately. This 

text is full of the examples of alliterations. The students can be explained alliteration through these examples:   

                 1) “…the boat still moved slowly and steadily” (50) 

                 2) “… his purple pectoral fins” (50) 

                 3) “ Devise some simple and sure way” (59) 
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Linkers, as we all know, are joining words. The students can be asked to make a list of intrasential and 

intersentential linkers in the novel.  

 

                Intrasentential Linkers               Intersentential Linkers 

                And, too, in order to, that, until.           Then, once, for, during, but, now, still. 

 

Reading the text aloud helps the student to improve their pronunciation. If the students are asked to read the text 

aloud after watching the video of the same text, they can practice the same pitch, stress, intonation and rhythm. 

This can best be done through role playing. The moderate length of the novella allows the students to role play. 

Role playing will make the class interesting and at the same time will provide proper training to the students in 

stress, rhythm, pitch and intonation.  

Thus, it can be said that literary texts train mind as well as sensibility. The knowledge of cultural diversity of a 

place enriches the students‟ learning more as familiarity with culture helps them to learn a particular language. 

The Old Man and the Sea is full of such examples which can best be used for training the students in English 

language. The training of grammar, pronunciation etc. can be achieved through the literary text as well as from 

the adaptation of the same text.  
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