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I. INTRODUCTION 

To have meaningful life through the alliance of righteous act of morality, we all turn towards the 

literature of luminaries in various literary fields by going through their poems, prose, stories, speech, 

and spiritual texts irrespective of caste, creed, religion, language and country. Whether it is the 

Bhagavad Gita,, Vedas, Thirukkural, Literature of many saints of India or the nature poems of 

Romantic poets who emphasize on imagination, poems of John Milton focusing on the nature of 

religion and of the divine, the inward conscious urge of RW Emerson, sensible judgement of William 

Shakespeare etc. we hunt out for the real message to lead our lives peacefully. In my research paper 

one could see the remarkable quotes from Bhagavad Gita, RW Emerson, William Wordsworth, John 

Milton, Dryden, Robert Frost, Immanuel Kant and other well known laureates of the world. By 

triggering a vibrant imagination in the individual, one would create a more profound decision-maker 

who would be more attuned to truth and beauty. If truth and beauty is understood the path to the 

ultimate goal of man could easily be understood. Hence Literature is our true companion of man.   

 

II. THE BHAGAVAD GITA IS A TRUE COMPANION TO RW EMERSON WHICH 

RESULTED IN ‘TRANCENDENTALISM’: 

The Indian Literaure through Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita has paved way for many Western 

writers to come out with truth, beauty and righteousness. The Arth Sashtra and Manusmriti were 

ancient Indian treatsies on Law, economy, governance and other subjects. 

 A work like the Bhagavad Gita is capable of imparting life force, discipline, grace and 

Sanatan outlook into those who approach it with Bhakti, devotion as per BG 14.17, .20, .26 and.27. 

What an individual imbibes depends upon his capacity, capability and intuition. Sanatan Vedic Dharm 

as explained by the Bhagavad Gita transcends time.
 
 

Here I would like to deal with the views of great luminaries of Literature in India and in the 

Western world.  RW Emerson the American writer held the Bhagavad Gita in esteem by saying that 

“I owed a magnificent day to the Bhagvad-Gita. It was as if an empire spoke to us, nothing small or 

unworthy, but large, serene, consistent, the voice of an old intelligence which in another age and 

climate had pondered and thus disposed of the same questions which exercise us.” 
1  

  

R.W.Emerson‟s „principles‟ are from Vedic Dharm and yogas. Thoreau, a follower of 

R.W.Emerson wrote in the chapter “Where I lived, and what I lived for” of his book Walden, or, Life 
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in the woods, “God himself culminates in the present moment … and we are enabled to apprehend at 

all what is sublime and noble only by the perpetual instilling and drenching of the reality that 

surrounds us.”
  

This is as per the Bhagavad Gita concept of Dharm and the Yogas. R.W.Emerson‟s 

„principles‟ are from Vedic Dharm and Yogas.
 2      

 

 

III. SRI RAMAKRISHNA, THOREAU WILLIAM JAMES, MELVILLE, 

HAWTHORNE, HENRY JAMES, T.S. ELIOT, ROBERT FROST, WALLACE 

STEVENS AND HART CRANE AND THEIR VIEWS 

 Accordingly Sri Ramakrishna states (as recorded by his disciple M in his diary) on 9 Mar 1884 “The 

Eternal Religion, the religion of the rishis, has been in existence from time out of mind and will exist eternally. 

There exist in this Sanatana Dharma all forms of worship-worship of God with form and worship of the 

Impersonal Deity as well.  It contains all paths- the path of knowledge, the path of devotion, and so on.  Other 

forms of religion, the modern cults, will remain for a few days and then disappear”. The Literature in the form 

of Dogas by Thiruvalluvar in Tamil Literature is a great companion to the world. A saintly poet 

Avvaiyar observed, "Thiruvalluvar pierced an atom and injected seven seas into it and compressed it into what 

we have today as Kural. 

As per the New York Times, “There is little disagreement that Emerson was the most influential writer of 19
th

 

century America, though these days he is largely the concern of scholars. Walt Whitman, Henry David Thoreau 

and William James were all positive Emersonians, while Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Henry 

James were Emersonians in denial, though they set themselves in opposition to the sage there was no escaping 

his influence. To T.S.Eliot, R.W.Emerson‟s essays were an „encumbrance‟ (probably since they were so, all 

pervading and comprehensive as to cover everything). Waldo the sage was eclipsed from 1914 until 1965, when 

he returned to shine, after surviving in the work of major American poets like Robert Frost, Wallace Stevens 

and Hartcrane”.
 3

  In fact R.W. Emerson even saw Sanatan Vedic Hindu influence on Plato, the great founder of 

Greek philosophy. R.W.Emerson states “Plato was a synthesis of Europe and Asia and a decidedly Oriental 

element pervades his philosophy, giving it a sun rise colour.”
 4 

R.W.Emerson‟s mode of dissemination of his thoughts was through numerous essays which were published and 

freely distributed, along with his exhaustive and more than 1500 public lectures throughout the country. This 

showed his belief in free dissemination and receiving of ideas, right of people to hold and spread opinions, and 

to participate in the country‟s culture, all today‟s basic human rights and essential unchangeable part of Modern 

America. In fact Emerson‟s concepts of ‘own work’, ‘own nature’, ‘genius’, ‘justice’, ‘soul and Over soul’, 

‘central doctrine’, ‘self reliance’, ‘compensation’ that I have explained in my research paper show that the 

‘private‟ individual  can and also should try to achieve the highest level in any and all fields.  The state is hence 

required to facilitate an individual‟s progress as stated.  This can be recognized today as concepts of democracy, 

socialism, capitalism, an individual‟s rights to equality, freedom, life and liberty, information, education, work, 

justice. All these are recognizable in the UN human rights declaration of 1948 and also in constitutions framed 

around the world subsequently. The pre eminent position of US in early post World War 2 UN is well known. It 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avvaiyar
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shows the depth of influence exerted by R.W.Emerson on the world. Emerson provided a great and vital thrust 

to these ideas through his views and works being a „great soul‟  

 

IV. THE TRANSCENDENTALISTS  

The Transcendentalists created a fountain of thought and originality and experimentation during the 1830s and 

1840s. The writings produced by the movement endured and is today recognized as a corpus of American 

classics.  They provided a powerful inspiration and practical guidance to later social reform movements such as 

the movement of Mahatma Gandhi and the American civil rights movements of 1960s. Gandhi later influenced 

Madiba of South Africa in his actions against apartheid and his actions of creating a post apartheid society.  

These incorporated or were similar to Thoreau‟s principle of Non-violent resistance to oppressive, unresponsive 

and obstructive government.  

Thoreau‟s Haitus at Walden Pond from 1845 to 1847 was to verify philosophical ideals in the physical 

material world. He subsequently published Walden or life in the woods in 1854. In the chapter “Where I lived 

and what I lived for”, Thoreau wrote, “Men esteemed truth remote, in the outskirts of the system, behind the 

farthest star… in eternity there is indeed something true and sublime. But all these times and places and 

occasions are now and here. God himself culminates in the present moment….and we are enabled to apprehend 

at all what is sublime and noble only by the perpetual instilling and drenching of the reality that surrounds us.” 
5 

 

V. HOLYOAKE AND SECULARISM 

The best companion of secularism is Holyoake. The concept „secular‟ is generally ascribed to 

Holyoake. However we see here this concept is actually worked out by R.W.Emerson. R.W.Emerson 

uses secular as an effect which consists of Swadharm, own work and own nature and the relation 

between Brahman and soul.  We see here that Holyoake has derived his concepts from the concepts of 

R.W.Emerson such as integrity, providence which are also based on the Bhagavad Gita. The term 

„Secularism‟ was first used by the British writer, George Jacob Holyoake in 1851.  

 

VI. IMMANUEL KANT’S CONCEPTS 

 I will now show that Immanuel Kant‟s concepts lead directly to Vedic concepts. Immanuel Kant 

differs from empiricists and rationalists on aspects of the concept of „a priori‟ thus evolving a new 

concept, albeit a blend of these theories. Kant states that ‘a priori’ Knowledge is „transcendental‟, or 

based on the form of all possible experience, while a posteriori knowledge is empirical, based on the 

content of experience.  Kant states that a priori, or, transcendental conditions are seated in one‟s 

cognitive faculties and are not provided by experience in general or experience in particular (thus 

being independent of  content of experience).  Concepts of Time and cause are counted among the list 

of pure „a priori‟ forms. So time and cause are operative in every one‟s cognitive faculties. Otherwise 

they would not simultaneously experience the world as an orderly and well governed place. This 
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claim is popularly known as Kant‟s transcendental deduction and is the foundational and central 

argument of his monumental work, The critique of pure reason.   I discern it follows from above that 

everyone is subject to Time and cause. This is as per BG 10.30, .33, 11.32 (Concept of time) and BG 

13.22(cause). 

 Before Immanuel Kant the human mind was grappling and struggling with the concept of „a 

priori‟ and of thought itself till it reached its completion in the philosophy of Immanuel Kant.  Many 

philosophers after Kant tried to add to his philosophy.  But the philosophy of Immanuel Kant relating 

the Universe, the material and the mind was so complete that they all failed.  It was only a „Great 

Soul‟ like R.W.Emerson who could uplift this philosophy to its highest philosophical level of 

Idealism, of Brahman realization and unity of soul and Brahman. From the context above Emerson 

refers to them as „union with the surrounding system‟. R.W.Emerson has thus implanted Vedic 

concepts in western culture and benefitted the entire western culture and also non western nations 

influenced by western culture. 

 

VII. THE LITERATURE OF JOHN MILTON, WILLIAM WORDSWORTH, 

ROBERT FROST AND JOHN DRYDEN AND ITS MORAL EFFECTS ON 

HUMANITY 

 John Milton  wrote many of his works focusing on the nature of religion and of the divine. 

Paradise Lost is Milton's epic depiction of the Fall of Man. Tempted by Satan, Eve took the forbidden 

fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and Adam, in turn, joins with her in the 

disobedience. God punishes them by casting them out of Eden and exposing them to the pain of the 

world, but he promises them that his Son will descend and bring about their salvation. 

Paradise Regained is a follow up epic based on Temptation of Christ. Satan constantly tries to tempt 

Christ and to discover who he is, but he is unable to before he finally gives up and Christ defeats him. 

John Milton called in the Areopagitica for "the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according 

to conscience, above all liberties". "Milton argued for disestablishment as the only effective way of 

achieving broad toleration. Rather than force a man's conscience, government should recognize the 

persuasive force of the gospel."
 6
 

 William Wordsworth‟s emphasis on imagination and his concern with ethical issues made him 

unique among romantic poets. Robert Frost takes imagery, emotion, symbolism, and he often uses 

nature in his poems with moral. Through his satire John Dryden bring forth the teaching of morality in 

human mind with his good humoured scorn. Romantic poets through their literature evokes the mind 

of people the sense of responsibility.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temptation_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Areopagitica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disestablishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_toleration
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VIII. CONCLUSION 

 While concluding I would like to quote RW Emerson‟s words: “A man should learn to detect and watch that 

gleam of light which flashes across his mind from within, more than the luster of the firmament of bards and 

sages. Yet he dismisses without notice his thought, because it is his. In every work of genius we recognize our 

own rejected thoughts: they come back to us with a certain alienated majesty”. In a nut shell I would like to say 

that any theme in life whether it is nature, health, morality, religion, truth, beauty or righteousness we all turn 

towards the Literature of luminaries.  
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