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I. INTRODUCTION 

Language and Literature are the two sides of the same coin in teaching and learning process in any language. 

The language skills like listening, speaking, reading and writing can be improved through Literature. The 

language process like pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary is learnt automatically when Literature is 

introduced in a natural process otherwise language learning becomes tough for the new learners. When the skills 

like listening and speaking involve the language study of grammar and vocabulary come in an easy way. Mother 

is the first teacher of us all in imparting the skill of making us to speak our mother tongue. She never taught us 

the grammar separately. So easily we could  pick up the vocabulary when we learnt new words in the 

meaningful activities. When appropriate materials as authentic texts designed by the language experts for the 

standard of classes are used to make the learning process, it becomes a pleasurable activity in language classes. 

While teaching bilingualism, translation helps the students understand the syntactic, lexical, semantic, pragmatic 

and stylistic knowledge by comparative study of two languages. Literature proves to be powerful resource in the 

class rooms when it gives the cultural enrichment, variety and personal involvement. Let us see why a language 

teacher is required to use literary texts in the language classroom and what type of literature language teachers 

are supposed to use in the class. We shall see the benefits as well. 

 

II. VIEWS OF PLATO, GORGIAS, ROUSSEAU, IMMANUEL KANT FERDINAND DE 

SAUSSURE AND NOAM CHOMSKYARE 

Language is the ability to acquire and use complex systems of communication, The scientific study of language 

is called linguistics. Since Gorgias and Plato in Ancient Greece it has been debated whether words can represent 

experience as questions concerning the philosophy of language. Rousseau the great thinker has argued that 

language originated from emotions.  Immanuel Kant was of the opinion that it originated from rational and 

logical thought. 20th-century philosophers such as Wittgenstein argued that philosophy is really the study of 

language. Ferdinand de Saussure and Noam Chomskyare the authority for linguistics. 

 

III. VIEWS OF COLLIE AND SLATER 

Teaching Literature needs the use of basic language skills like listening, speaking reading and writing, and 

language areas like vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation, while teaching Grammar and translation teachers 

make their students translate literary texts like drama, poetry and short stories into the mother tongue. 
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Translation gives students the chance to practice the semantic, syntactic, lexical, pragmatic and stylistic 

knowledge they have acquired in other courses.  According to Collie and Slater (1990), “there are four main 

reasons for a language teacher to use literature in the classroom. Literature is enriched with culturally interesting 

materials which gives personal involvement, interest and variety” ]. “Many teachers consider the use of 

literature in language teaching as an interesting and worthy concern” 2  (Sage 1987) The verbal / nonverbal 

aspects of communication can be understood better by the language learners if the literary works, such as 

novels, plays, short stories etc are  culturally enriched. The  novels, plays, or short stories are imaginary ones 

and they represent lively colourful setting in which characters from many  regional backgrounds are described. 

 

IV. VIEWS OF WORDSWORTH  AND DANTE 

Literature is the end and language is the means. Whenever we come in the close contact of the persons of 

different tastes and nature, we are likely to have their some good or bad impression which needs our reaction 

and when it becomes essential for us to put our ideas, we try to find some fine words and an impressive style to 

make it literature. Our idea is based on some facts and when these facts are to be sprinkled on the paper, we 

have to give them a tinge of imagination in order to give them a shape of literature. Wordsworth once said that 

“all good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” yet that spontaneous overflow requires a 

flowery language or appropriate words put in a unique style to make it literature. Hence Dante’s verdict is more 

correct when he says that “poetry and the language proper for it are an elaborate and painful toil.”  

 

V. READ SHAKESPEARE, MILTON, SHELLEY, BACON, ADDISON OR A.G. 

GARDINER FOR VOCABULARY 

A literary figure has to cudgel his mind in selecting the appropriate vocabulary to make his 

idea impressive and everlasting. Unless he has an excellent vocabulary, he cannot express 

himself in a fascination way. The style of the writer reveals his personality. If one is desirous 

of leaning new words one has to take a deep study of great authors of the past just as 

Shakespeare, Milton, Shelley, Bacon, Addison or A.G. Gardiner and so on. The works of 

these literary figures teach a lot to a curious reader. They teach how to write in a lucid and 

intelligible style that is sure to yield an indelible impression upon the reader.  

 

VI. LITERATURE FOR DELIGHT AND WISDOM 

Literature not only delights us but it transports us. Literature is the reflection of the society. It reciprocates to the 

society whatever it takes from it. Literature broadens our outlook. Studies become insipid in the absence of 

literature. In short, literature makes a human being man in the real sense. It is through the profundity of 

literature that man becomes well mannered. It modifies our behaviour, purifies our character and sanctifies our 

soul. Literature and spirituality are intertwined. Literature paves the way to spirituality. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language#cite_note-Katzner-126
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language#cite_note-Katzner-126


 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

             Literature encourages a lot to the cultural grammar of the learners. Enriched Literature provides 

learners with a wide range of lexical or syntactic items. Students learn the variety of possible structures. The 

different ways of connecting ideas will be easy for them. It can develop and improve their own skills in writing 

and speaking. The communicative and cultural competence of the students is improved. Language learning 

becomes an interesting experience for them. A literary text makes the students to get familiar with the 

vocabulary and they are drawn towards the literature and the language intricacies.  He is drawn into the text.  

 

VII. PRACTICAL LESSONS IN THE LANGUAGE CLASS 

Many samples of language in real-life contexts like travelogues, forms, pamphlets, advertisements, newspaper 

articles are included within recently developed course materials. The literature as a part of a story or an article 

arrests the attention of the reader. Ambiguity is also very interesting as it creates different meanings to different 

people. It is rare for two readers to react identically to any given text. In teaching it is an advantage that each 

learner’s interpretation has validity within limits. The second advantage is that there is enough room for 

discussion of each one’s perception which will make the class very interesting. When selecting the literary texts 

to be used in language classes, the syllabus makers should take into account needs, interests, cultural 

background and language level of the students. Reading a literary text is more likely to have a long-term and 

valuable effect upon the learners’ linguistic and extra linguistic knowledge when it is meaningful and amusing.  

 

VIII. FOUR BASIC LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Language teaching for the four basic language skills like reading, writing, listening and speaking 

needs to be taught with utmost care. The skills should never be taught in isolation but in an integrated 

way with the literature. Teachers should teach the basic language skills as an integral part of oral and 

written language use. It is not merely an aspect of the oral and written production of words, phrases 

and sentences. 

                  Literary analysis in a poetry class on identifying literary techniques like simile, metaphor etc 

as analytical approach may hinder the enjoyment of poetry by students though it is an important skill. 

According to Saskatchewan Education, “Effective teaching involves asking appropriate questions at 

appropriate times and helping students ask their own questions” 3 

              Literature as poetry, novels, history, biography, and essays gives us pleasure and wisdom.   

All the human emotions like anger, happiness, sadness, passion, love and hatred can be expressed 

through literature. 

               Language is the method of human communication, either spoken or written, consisting of the 

use of words in a structured and conventional way.  

                  All languages rely on the process of semiosis to relate signs to 

particular meanings. Oral, manual and tactile languages contain a phonological system that governs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semiosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_(linguistics)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phonology
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how symbols are used to form sequences known as words or morphemes. A syntactic system that 

governs how words and morphemes are combined to form phrases and utterances. 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 

As language and literature are the two sides of the same coin, teaching and learning processes give great delight 

as a communicational skill. There are between 6000 to 7000 languages in the world used by people.  Some 

languages have become extinct. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) operates with five levels of language endangerment: "safe", "vulnerable" "definitely 

endangered" "severely endangered” and "critically endangered". Many projects aim to prevent or slow this loss 

by revitalizing endangered languages and promoting education and literacy in minority languages. Across the 

world, many countries have enforced specific legislation to protect and stabilize the language of 

indigenous speech communities. Austin & Sallabank assumes, “While languages have always gone extinct 

throughout human history, they have been disappearing at an accelerated rate in the 20th and 21st centuries due 

to the processes of globalization and neo-colonialism, where the economically powerful languages dominate 

other languages”. 4  Let the old heritage be preserved and the new ones to be encouraged to come up as we 

human beings need varieties. 

                 I conclude by saying “Speech is one of the highest manifestations of human intelligence”. 
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