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ABSTRACT 

This research perspective is a study to understand how eco-tourism as a trend is enabling the growth in   Indian 

tourism industry with special reference to Maharashtra. Ecotourism is the means to safeguard the rare class of 

species.  It provides and opportunity for tourism to take place in harmony with environment and nature .In a 

responsible way the tourists explore the natural areas, protect the environment and help in developing the local 

people.  It also helps in providing opportunities for the tourists to discover the influential look of nature and 

environment as well as the economic development of the local communities. Primary attractions in eco tourism 

are flora and fauna of the place along with its rich cultural heritage of the place. It is one of a responsible 

tourism which helps in growth and development of local   - indigenous population. With growing number of 

tourists there has been a considerable increase in the development of infrastructure as well as other facilities 

having an impact on the environment. This is a secondary data study to understand and review how ecotourism 

has developed and grown and benefitted in selected places of Maharashtra state.  

 

I. INTRODUCTION  

 

Tourism industry is a vital part of the India’s Culture and Traditions. It is one of the most vibrant industries in 

India. Tourism plays a very important role in income generation as well as economic development. A Lot of 

employment opportunities are generated with the help of tourism. It also helps in development of infrastructure 

and other facilities enabling overall and sustainable development.  The ministry of Tourism, Government of 

India is a medium or a channel in promoting the tourism development. In Maharashtra, The Maharashtra 

Tourism Development Corporation is a channel through which the tourism is promoted. It takes steps to draft 

new policies and schemes to encourage tourism development. It also helps in providing financial assistance for 

infrastructure development and other faculties. The ministry helps in facilitating policies related to promotion of 

tourism, planning, monitoring policies and regulatory control. Maharashtra and a rich cultural heritage, a 720 

kilometers long spread coastline amidst the greenery of the Konkan region, mountainous range having hill 

stations as well as dense forests giving opportunities in eco tourism in wild life sanctuaries and nature parks. It 

also has renowned forts with rich history associated, places of pilgrimage and caves.  
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This perspective studies importance of growth of tourism and importance to ecotourism in Maharashtra.   

 

II. OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To study and understand Ecotourism and growth and trends of ecotourism in Maharashtra 

2. To study aspects to be considered for  ecotourism  

 

III. ECOTOURISM GROWTH AND TRENDS 

 

Ecotourism is the means to safeguard the rare class of places that are rich in nature attractions.  It provides and 

opportunity for tourism to take place in harmony with environment and nature .In a responsible way the tourists 

explore the natural areas, protect the environment and help in developing the local people.  It also helps in 

providing opportunities for the tourists to discover the influential look of nature and environment as well as the 

economic development of the local communities. Primary attractions in eco tourism are flora and fauna of the 

place along with its rich cultural heritage of the place. It is one of a responsible tourism which helps in growth 

and development of local   - indigenous population. 

The tourism industry in Maharashtra contributes 20-22% towards the gross state domestic product and thereby 

creating 3.5% of the employment in the state. As per the latest Maharashtra Tourism Policy of 2016, it is 

proposed to create more than 1 million jobs in the tourism sector by Year 2025. It is also proposed in the policy 

to strengthen the infrastructure and provide special incentives. Tourism is one of the major sources of foreign 

exchange in Maharashtra.  

Maharashtra attracts many tourists. As per the data on Wikipedia, of 2014 it is the fourth most visited state by 

the domestic tourists. Maharashtra and a rich cultural heritage, a 720 kilometers long spread coastline amidst the 

greenery of the Konkan region, mountainous range having hill stations as well as dense forests giving 

opportunities in eco tourism in wild life sanctuaries and nature parks. It also has renowned forts with rich history 

associated, places of pilgrimage and caves.  

Share of top 5 states/UTs of India in number of foreign tourist visits in 

2014 

Rank 
State/Union 

Territory 
Number 

Percentage 

share in tourist 

arrivals  % 

1 Tamil Nadu 4,657,630 20.6 

2 Maharashtra 4,389,098 19.4 

3 Uttar Pradesh 2,909,735 12.9 

4 Delhi 2,319,046 10.3 

5 Rajasthan 1,525,574 6.8 

                                      http//Tourism.gov.in/sites/default/files/Other/India Tourism Book English.pdf 
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Mumbai Being the main arrival destination for tourists, there are several famous hill stations, to name a few 

Mahableshwar, Matheran, Panchagani giving potential to nature based tourism. With its vast coastline, it has 

several sea forts in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra and wide variety of adventure based activities. There are 

also places of religious interests. Tadoba Andhari and Pench tiger reserves, Nagzira wildlife sanctuary in 

Bhandara district and Bor wildlife sanctuary in Wardha district are also classified as ecotourism destinations that 

will be managed by the Forest Development Corporation of Maharashtra. Beaches, Temples, Historical 

Monuments, Natural Sceneries & typical Konkan village culture are the main tourist resources of Ratnagiri 

district 

The tourism will be ecologically sustainable and benefit the local communities while providing a wildlife 

experience to target groups of high-end tourists, families and students. 

Major developments are taking place in giving prime importance to traditional and heritage places as tourist 

spots, natures based activities, conventional education for tour operators and eco-cultural sustainability. Mass 

tourism could be based on pleasure, relaxation, religion or carnivals. Eco Tourism need to be focused on the 

building a sustainable natural environment.  

 

IV. ASPECTS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM IN 

MAHARASHTRA 

 

The growing income level and the increase in the growth of the population and increase in the leisure time are 

factors leading to tourism more specific to ecotourism. Tourism to place of natural interest is considerably less 

costly and easier to travel 

1. To ensure that the proper respect is given to the place of visit also restricting the tourists in ensuring that 

they do not leave any bio degradable waste while visiting the tourist place 

2. The eco tourism should have benefit to the local population; hence the local culture and the environment 

must be respected. 

3. By safeguarding and protecting all the nature related attractions, the local population is economically 

benefitted 

4. Educating the tourists with regards to the local population is also essential 

5. The local population may be also created with awareness of the opportunities and the tourists vistas 

6. Enjoying as per the local population with their cuisine, staying the ways the local population live 

7. This will help in preserving the natural attractions for the future generations to visit.  

8. The local population will be able to enhance their standard of living by creation of employment. Such an 

education is required to be provided. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

Ecotourism is the means to safeguard the rare class of places that are rich in nature attractions.  It provides and 

opportunity for tourism to take place in harmony with environment and nature .In a responsible way the tourists 
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explore the natural areas, protect the environment and help in developing the local people.  It also helps in 

providing opportunities for the tourists to discover the influential look of nature and environment as well as the 

economic development of the local communities 
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