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ABSTRACT 

 

This paper deals with the importance listening and speaking. Listening can be considered as the first 

step in learning the language. Thus, listening plays a very important role in students’ success of 

learning language skills. Therefore the objectives of this research are to improve (1) students’ 

listening skill in getting the gist of the text and reconstruct it (2) students’ listening activity (3) 

enhance the speaking level of the students. Speaking is another important aspect. Classroom activities 

that develop learner’s ability to express themselves through speech. 
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I.INTRODUCTION 

English has spread widely all over the world, first because of the influence of the British Empire and, second 

due to the Pre-Eminence of North American influence in the world. In Europe, English has advanced as an 

international language especially after World War II, leaving behind other preeminent languages such as French. 

In the history of English in India, we find that English has dominated the teaching learning programme from the 

beginning. It has been taught and learnt with affection and love. It has definitely enjoyed a privileged position. 

There have been a good teachers of this subject not only foreigners alone but Indians as well. With them, a study 

of the subject was always a point of inspiration. They have not only done their duties but in addition they have 

also contributed a lot. 

The different points illustrates that English has its unique importance in our country. English is now used by 

millions of speakers for a number of communicative functions. It was the official language of administration, 

medium of instruction and subject of study in the Indian schools, colleges and Universities. English Language 

has occupied an important place in the educational system of India. It was the language of administration, a 

compulsory subject of study at the school, college and at the university level. It occupies an important place in 

courts, commerce and industry. Besides being link and library language in India, it is the window of the modern 

world. The current needs of students using English in daily life are restricted for making some enquiries, taking 

examinations, producing occupational and occasional letters, filling applications, writing complaints or petitions 

etc. 
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II. LSRW- SKILLS 

Skill is an ability to do something efficiently. Loban (1976) has found that students with low abilities in oral 

language were also low in reading and writing. Similarly students with adequate language abilities are good at 

communication skills. 

Language to speak and write clearly and fluently in English is essential in order to function in modern society. 

Only effective way to improve on language is to use the language skills. The purpose of English teaching is to 

improve Listening, Speaking, Reading and writing skills of the students. Teaching communication skills is not 

teaching phonetics, vocabulary and grammar. The purpose of teaching communication skills is that student 

should be able to use the language in any situation. If a student is good at English he/she should be able to use 

the language both in speaking and writing. 

2.1 Listening 

Listening, as we know, is the skill of understanding spoken language. Listening is an essential skill, present in 

most of the activities we carry throughout our lives, as Lindsay and Knight Shows: 

We Listen to a wide variety of things, for example; what we someone says during a conversation, face to face or 

on the telephone; announcements giving information, for example, at an airport or railway station; the weather 

forecast on the radio; a play on the radio; music; someone else’s conversation (eves dropping); a lecture; 

professional advice, for example, on how to use a photocopier or other machinery; directions; a taped dialogue 

in class (2006: 45) 

The aim of teaching listening comprehension is to help learner of English cope with listening in real life, but 

there is a large variety of different types of listening in real life: 

1) Listening to announcements in stations, airports, etc. 

2) Listening to the radio 

3) Participating in a conversation face- to- face 

4) Watch T.V 

5) Participating in a meeting, seminar or discussion 

6) Taking part in a lesson 

7) Participating in a telephone conversation, among others. 

 

2.2 Speaking 

The second basic skill is speaking, undoubtedly important in a second language acquisition process. Speaking is 

generally thought to be the most important of the four skills. Indeed, one frustration commonly voiced by 

learners is that they have spent years studying English, but still they cannot speak it. 

The most difficult aspect of spoken English is that it is always accomplished via interaction with at least one 

other speaker and this is one reason why many of us were shocked and disappointed when we used our second 
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or foreign language for the first time n real interaction: we had not been prepared for spontaneous 

communication and could not cope with all of its simultaneous demands. 

2.3Activities for enhancing listening and speaking 

2.3.1Listening Activities: 

There are different activities depending on the purpose but what is essential is to make students enjoy 

each activity and develop interest. The activities proposed below are only an example to motivate 

students to listen to English in the classroom. It is also convenient to introduce new vocabulary before 

the listening activity in order to avoid possible doubts and even explain any grammatical issues they 

might have difficulties with. 

Furthermore, it is suitable to create a confident atmosphere in order to improve their English 

language, for this reason, most activities elicit students to share ideas, opinions and experiences with 

each other. Doing that way, all the students can practice English and develop and put into practice 

listening and speaking skills. 

 

2.4 Activity 1: Telephone messages (taking Messages) 

Skills: predicting and listening for specific information. 

Apart from the typical tapes/CDs, which accompany the textbooks, the teacher can create his/her own material. 

In this case, the teacher is going to record a tape with the help of some friends. First the teacher asks the students 

the kind if short messages people might leave for members of their family when they take phone calls while they 

are out. The messages can be quiet simple. 

Students are going to listen three phone conversations in which the callers leave messages for people who are 

not in. they are told that Mrs.Gita has three daughters: Mala, Kamala, Rita. They are all out at the cinema, but 

two of their friends ring up and leave messages. The students have to write the messages which Mrs.Gita leaves 

for her daughters. This is what the students hear. 

Mrs.Gita: Hello 

Shella: Hello. Is Mala there? 

Mrs.Gita: no, she is out at the moment. Who is that? 

Shella: this is shella. Do you know when she will be back? 

Mrs.Gita: about ten, I think. Can I give her a message? 

Shella: Yes. Can you tell her shella rang? 

Mrs.Gita: sure, shella. 

Shella: thank you. 
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Ruth: Can I speak to Rita? 

Mrs.Gita: is that Ruth? 

Ruth: yes. Hello aunty. Is Rita there? 

Mrs.Gita: No, Ruth. She is at the cinema with her sisters. 

Ruth: oh, well. Could you ask her to bring my photocopy of “Romeo and Juliet” to college              tomorrow? 

Mrs.Gita:Ok.sure.bye. 

 When they have messages written, they can compare them to their partners to see if they have written the same 

thing. They listen to the tape again and this way, they can solve any problems or doubts. With this activity, they 

can discover the language used in the phone calls and typical phrases. Then they can work in pairs to role play 

calls. 

2.5  Activity 2: Understanding song lyrics 

Skills: listening and reading for general and detailed information 

Music is a powerful stimulus for students’ engagement because it speaks directly to our emotions. Song 

activities can amuse and entertain and it can make a satisfactory connection between the world of leisure and the 

world of learning. 

One of the most useful kinds of text for students to work with is sing lyrics, especially when the students know 

the chosen song. Students are going to listen to a song two times and they have to fill in the worksheet that the 

teacher has given them. The work sheet consists of the letter of the song with several gaps. Students have to 

listen to the song and guess which the words are missing. The third time, they are going to see the video clip on 

the slide projector and the letter of the song is going to appear on the screen. That way, they can sing the song 

and check if they have written the right words. They motivated this type of activity. 

2.6 Speaking Activities 

2.6.1 Transformation Drills: The teacher invites students to transform sentences, for example, an 

affirmative sentence into a negative sentence or an affirmative sentence into a question. 

Example: Teacher: John likes bear. 

      Learner: Does john like bear? 

     Teacher: Mala plays piano 

                 Learner: Does mala play piano? 

2.6.2 Functional- situational drills: the teacher practices the language of a function such as giving an 

advice. 

Example: Teacher: I’ve got a headache. 
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     Learner: You should take an aspirin 

Teacher: It’s raining. 

 Learner: you should take umbrella. 

 

2.6.3 Ranking Activities: they consist of creating a list of items about any topic. 

2.6.4 Debates: learners can be given a statement and they have to decide whether they agree or disagree and 

why. 

2.6.5 Games: games are often useful to liven up a lesson. A typical example of speaking practice game is which 

is called: “I Spy”. This game consists of the teacher chooses something from the classroom, for example, the 

blackboard and says to the learners: “I spy with my little eye something beginning with “b”, giving them only 

the first letter. The learner has to guess what it is. 

Finally, teaching listening and speaking skills can be very different depending on the methodology followed by 

each teacher but what it is really important is to develop during the English lessons to get students learn the 

second language entirely. 

These activities allow the students to feel more comfortable and sure when they have to hold a conversation in 

English and they make skills more effective in order to get a perfect acquisition of the second language, 

covering all the skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

REFERENCES 

[1]. “Teaching of English” N.P. Pahuja, Anmol publications Pvt Limited, newdelhi, 1995. (Mehra offset press) 

[2]. “English Language Teaching” methods, tools and techniques. A.K. Srivastava, Book Enclave,  

        Jaipur (india),2005.( Roshan offset printers). 

[3]. “Modern Teaching of English”. Nayyer Shamsi. Anmol publications pvt.ltd, Newdelhi,2007. (Mehra offset     

printers). 

 

 

 

  

 

    


